
Utah Achievement Trends
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How are we doing?
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4th Grade

The bottom line...
 In general, there is strong 4th grade science performance, 

with some groups demonstrating ongoing improvement.
 Statewide, Utah is significantly higher than the nation and 

also significantly higher in most groups on NAEP*.  The 
nation as a whole is also showing some gains.

 In addition, some groups are demonstrating improvement 
on the Utah Science Core CRTs**. 

 Even with this improvement in elementary science, there 
remains a substantial science achievement gap on all our 
assessments (i.e., Utah Core CRT, NAEP, Iowa). 

 Groups with the largest achievement gaps are Latinos, 
English language learners, African Americans, American 
Indians, and students with disabilities.  

 There is some evidence for a narrowing of the achievement 
gap for Latinos, Pacific Islanders, students with disabilities, 
and American Indian students. 

SCIENCE ACHIEVEMENT

 * NAEP—The National Assessment of Educational Progress. A 
representative sample of Utah 4th grade students take NAEP 
every two years. To learn more, go to http://nces.ed.gov/
nationsreportcard/.

 ** Utah Core CRTs—A state-developed assessment specifically 
designed to measure student understanding of the Core 
Curriculum.
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  Utah Nation Utah vs. 
  2000    Impb 2000  Dirc Nation Sigd

Group  2005 Direction  2005  2005
Overall 73%a 74% level — 61% 66% up 5 8% *

Males 76% 76% level — 62% 68% up 4 8% *

Females 70% 72% up 2 — 59% 64% up 5 8% *

White 79% 80% level — 76% 82% up 6 -2% —

African American — — — — 30% 38% up 8  NA

Latino 35% 45% up 9 yes 33% 44% up 11 1% —

Low Income (Yes) 55% 59% up 4 yes 39% 47% up 8 12% *

Low Income (No) 81% 83% up 2 — 76% 82% up 6 1% —

Students With Disabilities (Yes) 33% 44% up 11 — 35% 45% up 10 -1% —

Students With Disabilities (No) 76% 77% level — 63% 69% up 6 8% *

English Lang. Learners (Yes) — 44% — — 13% 28% up 15 16% *

English Lang. Learners (No) 75% 77% up 2 — 64% 70% up 6 7% *
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   Percentage*  Utah Gap 2006
      Direction State Avg
Group 2004 2005 2006 2004–06 — Group

Overall 61.8% 63.1% 63.7% up 2 —

White 67.9% 69.1% 69.8% up 2 +6.1%

Latino 30.3% 32.7% 33.8% up 2 -29.9%

Asian 61.0% 65.3% 68.9% up 8 +5.2%

African American 43.3% 41.5% 38.6% down 5 -25.1%

American Indian 31.7% 34.0% 37.5% up 6 -26.2%

Pacific Islander 36.7% 40.5% 47.1% up 10 -16.6%

Low Income (Yes) 46.0% 48.0% 48.8% up 3 -14.9%

Low Income (No) 71.5% 72.6% 72.6% level +8.9%

Students with Disabilities (Yes) 32.4% 35.2% 39.3% up 7 -24.4%

Students With Disabilities (No) 66.5% 67.7% 67.9% level +4.2%

English Lang. Learners (Yes) 27.6% 28.1% 30.5% up 3 -33.2%

English Lang. Learners (No) 66.2% 67.4% 67.9% up 2 +4.2%
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